
  

Christmas  

 
Welcome to our Festival of Lessons and Carols 

Thank you for joining us!  
 

 
 

The traditional Christmas service of Lessons and Carols was 

introduced in 1880 by Edward White Benson, later Archbishop of 

Canterbury but at that time Bishop of Truro, in Cornwall. The 

service included carols and readings from the Bible, laid out to tell 

the story of the fall of humanity, the promise of the Messiah, and 

the birth of Jesus.  

The original liturgy has since been adapted and used by other 

churches all over the world. Broadcast annually from King’s 

College Cambridge, it has become a beloved part of Christmas 

observances for millions of people around the world. 

 

 

 
 

Sanctuary Flowers are given today by  

Stephanie Williams  

‘in loving memory of my dear parents 

 Aida & Cyril Williams 

who are still missed very much 

especially at Christmas’ 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Service of Lessons & Carols 
11:15AM  -  Sunday, December 18, 2011 

 
Welcome & Announcements 
 

Processional Carol #733  Once in Royal Davidôs City 
(Verses 1,2, 5,6) 

Once in royal David's city 

Stood a lowly cattle shed, 

Where a mother laid her baby 

In a manger for his bed: 

Mary was that mother mild, 

Jesus Christ her little child. 
 

He came down to earth from heaven 

Who is God and Lord of all, 

And his shelter was a stable, 

And his cradle was a stall; 

With the poor, and mean, and lowly 

Lived on earth our Saviour holy. 
 

And our eyes at last shall see him, 

Through his own redeeming love, 

For that Child so dear and gentle 

Is our Lord in heaven above; 

And he leads his children on 

To the place where he is gone. 
 

Not in that poor lowly stable, 

With the oxen standing by, 

We shall see him; but in heaven, 

Set at God's right hand on high; 

When like stars his children crowned, 
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All in white shall wait around. Amen. 
 

Choir Introit  óPrepare Ye the Wayô 

 
The Bidding Prayer                Christopher Page 
 

 

Beloved in Christ, at this Christmas time let it be our delight 

to hear again the message of the angels, and in heart and 

mind go to Bethlehem and see this thing which is come to 

pass, and the Babe lying in a manger. 
 

Therefore let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the tale of 

the loving purposes of God from the first days unto the 

glorious Redemption brought us by this Holy Child.  
 

But first, let us pray for the needs of the whole world; for 

peace on earth, and goodwill among all God’s people; for  

unity within the Church, and especially in our diocese and  

parish. 
 

Let us remember the poor and helpless, the cold, the 

hungry, and the oppressed, the sick, the lonely, the aged and 

the little children.  
 

Lastly, let us remember before God all those who rejoice 

with us, those whom we love, but see no longer. Their hope 

too, is in the Word made flesh, and, in the Lord Jesus, we 

are one with them for evermore. 
 

Now let us humbly offer to God these prayers and praises, 

in the words which Christ himself has taught us: 

 
 

Now let us humbly offer to God these prayers and praises, 

in the words which Christ himself has taught us: 

 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

Hallowed be Thy name;  

Thy kingdom come;  

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

As we forgive them that trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation;  

But deliver us from evil:  

For Thine is the kingdom, 

The power and the glory, for ever and ever.  

Amen. 

 

 
First Lesson  Genesis 22:15-18  Harry Eerkes 

God blesses Abraham 
 

The angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time 

from heaven, and said, “By myself I have sworn, says 

the Lord: Because you have done this and have not 

withheld your son, your only son, I will indeed bless 

you, and I will make your offspring as numerous as the 

stars of heaven, and as the sand that is on the sea 

shore; and your offspring shall possess the gate of their 

enemies; and by your offspring shall all the nations of 

the earth gain blessing for themselves,  because you 

have obeyed my voice.” 
 

 

Choir Carol  óI Will Bless the Faithfulô 

 
 

4. 

6. 

5. 

3. 

2. 



  

  Ē  Ē  Ē   
 
Second Lesson Isaiah 9:2, 6 -7   Gillian Fosdick 

 The prophet Isaiah foretells the birth of Christ 
 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great 

light: those who lived in a land of deep darkness – on 

them light has shined. For a child has been for us, a Son  

is given to us: authority rests upon His shoulders and He  

is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,  

everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His authority shall 

grow continually and there shall be endless peace for the 

throne of David, and his kingdom. He will establish and 

uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this 

time onward and forevermore.  

 
Congregational Carol # 548  

  Come thou long expected Jesus 
 

 Come, thou long expected Jesus,  

  Born to set thy people free;  

 From our fears and sins release us,  

  Let us find our rest in thee.   
 

 Israel's strength and consolation,  

  Hope of all the earth thou art;  

 Dear desire of every nation,  

  Joy of every longing heart. 
 

. Born thy people to deliver,  

  born a child and yet a King,  

 Born to reign in us forever,  

  Now thy gracious kingdom bring.  
 

 By thine own eternal spirit  

  Rule in all our hearts alone;  

 By thine all sufficient merit,  

  Raise us to thy glorious throne. 

  Ē  Ē  Ē   
 

 
Third Lesson  Isaiah 11 :1-3a, 4a,6-9 Bill Morrow 

Isaiah speaks of the peace that Christ will bring to the world 
 

There shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, 

and a Branch shall grow out of his roots: And the spirit 

of the Lord shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom 

and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the 

spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord; and 

shall make him of quick understanding in the fear of 

the Lord: With righteousness shall he judge the poor, 

and reprove with equity for the meek of the earth: The 

wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard 

shall lie down with the kid; and the calf and the young 

lion and the fatling together; and a little child shall 

lead them. And the cow and the bear shall feed; their 

young ones shall lie down together: and the lion shall 

eat straw like the ox. And the sucking child shall play 

on the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put 

his hand on the cockatrice' den. They shall not hurt nor 

destroy in all my holy mountain: for the earth shall be 

full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover 

the sea. 

 
Choir Carol   óLo, How a Rose Eôer Bloomingô 

 

 

  Ē  Ē  Ē   
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Fourth Lesson     Luke 1: 26-35, 38             Chris Eve 

The Angel Gabriel appears to the Virgin Mary 
 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to 

a town in Galilee, called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to 

a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. 

The virgin’s name was Mary.  

And he came to her and said,” Greetings, favored one! 

The Lord is with thee: blessed art thou among women.”  

But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered 

what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to 

her, “Do not be afraid, Mary: for you have found favour 

with God. And, now, you will conceive in your womb 

and bear a son and you will name Him Jesus. He will be 

great, and will be called the Son of the Most High; and 

the Lord God will give to Him the throne of his ancestor  

David. He will reign over the house of Jacob for ever; 

and of His kingdom there shall be no end.”  

Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a 

virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will 

come upon you and the power of the Most High will 

overshadow you: therefore the child to be born will be 

holy: He will be called the Son of God.”  

Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord, let 

it be with me according to Your word.”  

Then the angel departed from her. 

 

 
Choir Carol    óGabrielôs Messageô 

 
Congregation remain seated  

 

Congregational Carol Magnificat 

My soul doth magnify the Lord.  

And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.  

For he hath regarded the lowliness of his handmaid;  

For behold from henceforth all generations shall call 

me blessed.  

For he that is mighty, hath magnified me  

and holy is his name.  

And his mercy is on them that fear him throughout all 

generations,  

He hath showed strength with his arm   

He hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their 

hearts.  

He hath put down the mighty from their seat,  

and hath exalted the humble and meek.  

He hath filled the hungry with good things;  

and the rich he hath sent empty away.  

He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant 

Israel,  

As he promised to our forefathers:  Abraham and his 

seed for ever.  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy 

Spirit. As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall 

be: world without end. Amen 

 

 
Offertory  
 Congregation please stand 

     
 The Holly and the Ivy 

The holly and the ivy, 

When they are both full grown 

Of all the trees that are in the wood 

7. 6. 



  

The holly bears the crown 

O the rising of the sun 

And the running of the deer 

The playing of the merry organ 

Sweet singing of the choir 

 

The holly bears a blossom 

As white as lily flower 

And Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ 

To be our sweet Saviour 

O the rising of the sun 

And the running of the deer 

The playing of the merry organ 

Sweet singing of the choir 

 

The holly bears a berry 

As red as any blood 

And Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ  

To do poor sinners good 

O the rising of the sun 

And the running of the deer 

The playing of the merry organ 

Sweet singing of the choir 

 

 

Doxology 

 

 

Ē  Ē  Ē 
 

 
Fifth Lesson Luke 2:1, 3-7  Ernest Morrow 

The birth of Jesus is described by St. Luke 

 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus 

that all the world should be registered. This was the first 

registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor 

of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered.  

Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to 

Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he 

was descended from the house and family of David. He 

went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was 

engaged and who was expecting a child. While they 

were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 

And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him 

in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because 

there was no place for them in the inn. 

 
 
Choir Carol  óCarol for Adventô 

 
 

Ē  Ē  Ē 
 
 
Sixth Lesson  Luke 2:8-16              Barbara Fosdick 

The shepherds journey to the manger 

 

And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in 

the field, keeping watch over their flock by night.  

And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the 

glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they 

were sore afraid.  

And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I 

bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all 

people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David 
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a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a 

sign unto you: Ye shall find the babe wrapped in 

swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.  

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of 

the heavenly host praising God, and saying, Glory to 

God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward 

men. And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away 

from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one 

another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see 

this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord hath 

made known unto us. And they came with haste, and 

found Mary and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger. 

 

 
Choir Carol  As Lately We Watched 

 Congregation please stand to join in this final Verse: 

 

 Then let us all with one accord 

Sing praises to our heavenly Lord 

That hath made Heaven and earth of nought 

And with his blood mankind has bought. 

 Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel 

 Born is the King of Israel!  

 
 

Ē  Ē  Ē 
 

Seventh Lesson Matthew 2:1-12       Rob McLaren 

Three wise men follow the star and are led to Jesus 
 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in 

Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to 

Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been 

born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its 

rising, and have come to pay him homage.”  

When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all 

Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief 

priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them 

where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In 

Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the 

prophet: ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are 

by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from 

you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people 

Israel.’” Then Herod secretly called for the wise men 

and learned from them the exact time when the star had 

appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go 

and search diligently for the child; and when you have 

found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay 

him homage.”  

When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, 

ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its 

rising, until it stopped over the place where the child 

was.  

When they saw that the star had stopped, they were 

overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw 

the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and 

paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, 

they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  

 And having been warned in a dream not to return to 

Herod, they left for their own country by another road.  

 

 
Congregational Carol #748     We Three Kings  

 

Please join the Choir to sing Verse 1 & 5 and the Chorus  
  

1. We three kings of Orient are 

Bearing gifts we traverse afar 
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Field and fountain, moor and mountain 

Following yonder star 

 

Chorus     O Star of wonder, star of night 

 Star with royal beauty bright 

 Westward leading, still proceeding 

 Guide us to thy Perfect Light 

 

Solo Born a King on Bethlehem's plain 

Gold I bring to crown Him again 

King forever, ceasing never 

Over us all to rein 

 

Chorus (All) 

 

Solo Frankincense to offer have I 

Incense owns a Deity nigh 

Pray'r and praising, all men raising 

Worship Him, God most high 

 

Chorus (All) 

 

Solo Myrrh is mine, its bitter perfume 

Breathes of life of gathering gloom 

Sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying 

Sealed in the stone-cold tomb 

 

Chorus (All) 

 

ALL Glorious now behold Him arise 

King and God and Sacrifice 

Alleluia, Alleluia 

Earth to the heavens replies 

 

Chorus (All) 

 

Ē  Ē  Ē   
 
Eighth Lesson Matthew 2:13-23         Heather Page 

St. Matthew speaks of the life of Jesus as the fulfillment 

of prophecy 
 

 
Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to 

Joseph in a dream and said, “Get up, take the child and his 

mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; 

for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” 

Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, 

and went to Egypt, and remained there until the death of 

Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the 

Lord through the prophet, “Out of Egypt I have called my 

son.”  

 

When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, 

he was infuriated, and he sent and killed all the children in 

and around Bethlehem who were two years old or under, 

according to the time that he had learned from the wise 

men. Then was fulfilled what had been spoken through the 

prophet Jeremiah: “A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing 

and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she 

refused to be consoled, because they are no more.”  

 

When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared 

in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, “Get up, take the 

child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those 

who were seeking the child’s life are dead.” Then Joseph 

got up, took the child and his mother, and went to the land 

of Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling over 

Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go 

there. And after being warned in a dream, he went away to 

the district of Galilee. There he made his home in a town 
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called Nazareth, so that what had been spoken through the 

prophets might be fulfilled, “He will be called a Nazorean.”  

 

 

 
Choir   óThe Wondrous Storyô 

 
Congregation please stand for the Ninth Lesson: 
 
Ninth Lesson     John 1: 1-5,10-12,14    Christopher Page 

St. John unfolds the mystery of Christôs birth 
 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 

the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God.  
 

All things came into being through Him, and without him not one 

thing came into being.  

What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the 

light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the 

darkness did not overcome it.  

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came 

as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through 

him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the 

light.  

The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the 

world. He was in the world, and the world came into being through 

him; yet the world did not know him.  He came to what was his 

own, and his own people did not accept Him. But to all who 

received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become 

children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the 

flesh or of the will of man, but of God.  

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen 

his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 

 
 

Rectorôs Message                            Christopher Page 

 

 

The Blessing  

 
Recessional Hymns #  77    Hark the Herald Angels Sing 

      # 361  Joy to the World 

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 
 

 Hark! The herald angels sing, 

 “Glory to the newborn King; 

Peace on earth, and mercy mild, 

God and sinners reconciled!” 

Joyful, all ye nations rise, 

Join the triumph of the skies; 

With the angelic host proclaim, 

“Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 

Refrain 

Hark! the herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the newborn King!” 
 

Christ, by highest Heaven adored; 

Christ the everlasting Lord; 

Late in time, behold Him come, 

Offspring of a virgin’s womb. 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; 

Hail the incarnate Deity, 

Pleased as man with man to dwell, 

Jesus our Emmanuel. 

Refrain 
 

Hail the heaven born Prince of Peace! 

Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 

Light and life to all He brings, 

Risen with healing in His wings. 

Mild He lays His glory by, 

Born that man no more may die. 

15. 
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Born to raise the sons of earth, 

Born to give them second birth. 

Refrain 

 
 

 
JOY TO THE WORLD! 

Joy to the world! The Lord is come: 

Let earth receive her King, 

Let every heart prepare him room, 

And heaven and nature sing. 
 

Joy to the earth! The Saviour reigns: 

Let men their songs employ; 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 

Repeat the sounding joy. 
 

No more let sin and sorrow grow, 

Nor thorns infest the ground: 

He comes to make his blessings flow 

Far as the curse is found. 
 

He rules the world with truth and grace, 

And makes the nations prove 

The glories of his righteousness 

And wonders of his love.  Amen 
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