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Much as he might wish I would, I do not anticipate finding a lot of truth in the teachings of Mr. 

Harold Camping. Camping is the California founder of “Family Radio” who is asserting that 

Saturday May 21 the world will be destroyed by a devastating series of earthquakes. On May 22, the 

world will see that Camping was in error. If you are hoping to find truth in this story of end-time 

predictions, you might find it in some unexpected places. Rather than listening to Mr. Camping in 

your search for truth, you might be better served by reading the secular editorial page of the local 

paper in the city where I live.  

Yesterday, the Times Colonist, ran an editorial titled “So what if this is the end of the world.” I was 

pretty sure I was going to be confronted with a superior sophisticated tone that would ridicule Mr. 

Camping and mock his teachings. If nothing else, Camping has given the secular press lots of cause 

to laugh at the expense of religion. So, I was stunned, reading yesterday‟s Times Colonist editorial, 

to find both truth and wisdom in this surprising place.  

The Times Colonist editorial board yesterday wrote:  
Harold Camping and his California Family Radio followers say he’s got it right this time. The world is 

going to end Saturday. They’ve set off on RV expeditions to spread the word, posted the message on 

billboards and issued the warnings over his radio shows.  

Judgment Day is about to happen, and it won’t be pretty, Camping says.  
We remain skeptical. Camping, now 89, made a similar prediction in 1994 and the overall track record 

for doomsday prophets has been, thankfully, dismal.  

But it’s a useful prediction, raising a very good question: If the end was near, how would you be spending 
the time that remained?  

After all, these are the last days for many British Columbians, though some of them don’t know it. About 

90 of us will die on Saturday. A lot of those deaths will be expected, if unwelcome.  
But some people who thought they had years ahead of them will discover — perhaps too late — that they 

didn’t. Life and death are like that. And in the few seconds between the screech of tires and a deadly 

crash, someone might wonder about the things left undone.  

Most of us believe we have a great deal of time ahead to think about those things. Which is often a reason 
that we never do.  

So what if the end of days were at hand? What would you like to be doing, and who would you like to be 

with?  
What would trouble you about what you have done, or more likely for most of us, what you have left 

undone, or unsaid? What regrets would you most hate to be lugging along, like unwanted baggage, when 

that time came?  
Camping’s prediction reminds us that our time here is unpredictably finite. If there are things we truly 

care about, we should make time to do them. If there are people we truly care about, we should make sure 

they know.  

And we should try, at least, to live every day as if we knew it would be our last. © Copyright (c) The 
Victoria Times Colonist  

http://www.timescolonist.com/Editorial+what+this+world/4799195/story.html#ixzz1Mfs27NlI The Times Colonist comes closer 

to the truth Jesus taught than anything I have heard from the doomsday preacher in California.  

The editors of the TC understand that our choices in this life matter. They have the courage to admit 

that life here on this earth for all of us is finite. Our physical existence is terminal. We have only this 

lifetime to make the best possible choices of which we are capable.  

We can reach out to one another with love and tenderness. We can live today with the kindness we 

would want to receive.  

None of us has the power to control or to predict the date of our final day on this earth. But we all 

have the power to live our lives with greater depth and richness by making more noble and enriching 

choices with each moment of life we have left on this earth.  
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